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Rationale 

This Special Issue examines how the urban commons are made, negotiated, and sometimes refused in the 
everyday life of cities. While urban commons scholarship has expanded rapidly, much of it focuses on formal 
governance, institutional design, or municipalist agendas. Less is known about how commoning actually 
unfolds in practice: through social relations, embodied labour, methodological engagements, and localised 
negotiations of difference. 

Our collection responds to this gap by bringing together scholars and practitioners working across Latin 
America, Asia, Oceania, and Europe. Each contribution explores the commons through the situated 
knowledges and lived experiences of communities whose urban presence is often overlooked in mainstream 
urban research. Rather than treating the commons as a fixed resource or institution, the papers examine 
commoning as a relational process shaped by: 

• encounters across difference   
• practices of care, solidarity, and refusal   
• embodied and affective labour   
• multispecies and material relations   
• the frictions and limits of translation   
• tensions between visibility, risk, and survival   

Across these contexts, contributors use participatory and community-engaged methods to shed light on the 
everyday practices that sustain or unsettle the commons. Methods include participatory action research, 
sonic and walking ethnographies, community mapping, union-based co-research, collaborative art practice, 
and situated archival work. These methodological approaches are not simply means of generating data but 
active components of commoning itself. 

Three Dialogues 

The papers collectively advance three interrelated conceptual dialogues:  

1. Dialogues of Practice and Mechanism 

How commons persist or break down through roles, routines, curated publics, infrastructural practices, or 
tacit forms of organisation. 

2. Dialogues of Method and Translation 

 
How participatory, sonic, walking, and archival methods make urban commoning visible without enclosing or 
simplifying it. Here, translation is treated as a form of relational work that connects situated knowledge to civic, 
institutional, or activist arenas. 

3. Dialogues of Governance and Care 



How everyday labour, more-than-human relations, and municipal procedures intersect. Papers examine when 
recognition widens access or reproduces exclusion, and how practices of refusal and care recalibrate who 
benefits from shared resources. 

Urban Contribution 

Although diverse in scale and location, each paper engages directly with the urban as a set of material, 
political, and ecological conditions that shape possibilities for commoning. The collection clarifies how 
enclosure, property regimes, infrastructural inequalities, mobility, housing, and governance frame the terrain 
on which solidarities are forged or fragmented. 

Purpose of Review 

We invite reviewers to consider: 

• the paper’s contribution to understanding how urban commons are enacted in practice       
• the clarity and originality of its conceptual engagement with commoning     
• how effectively methods are mobilised to reveal situated urban processes     
• whether the urban dimensions of the case are analytically grounded       
• how the paper speaks to intersectional tensions such as race, gender, labour, mobility, and coloniality     
• the rigour and coherence of its argument, and its relevance to international urban scholarship 

Our aim is to offer Urban Studies readers an empirically rich, theoretically robust, and globally attentive 
intervention that repositions the urban commons as relational, situated, and methodologically generative. 

 


