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Rationale

One of the most visible impacts of the proliferation of digital platforms in the cities of the global north is the
transformation of urban space due to new short-term forms of services such as food and parcel delivery, ride
hailing, cleaning and waitering labelled as ‘platform-mediated gig work’. Many of the workers that provide
such services are migrants (Andersen et al., 2024). This special issue aims to better understand how the
nexus between platform-mediated gig work and migration plays an active role in remaking the contemporary
urban space. To do so, the issue synthesises the concept of ‘migration infrastructure’ (Xiang & Lindquist,
2014) and ‘labour as infrastructure’ (Strauss, 2020) to deepen the analyses of the architectures of fulfilment
(Shapiro 2023; Attoh et al. 2024) that increasingly shape cities. This special issue aims to fill the gap in
understanding the intersection of processes operating at transnational, national and urban scales which
positions migrants working through digital platforms as central actors in the transformation of the city. It also
shows how the city both constrains and enables the everyday lives of these particular groups of gig workers.
Through the perspective of these gig workers, the issue will explore the question of what it means when urban
space is increasingly dedicated to the processes of fulfilment, especially when the logic of fulfilment leads
to ghostly spaces in what might otherwise be lively cities.
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