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Rationale

This Special Issue (SI) proposal draws on two events: a panel on “Gentrification through Media” at the
conference, “Gentrification & Displacement: What Can We Do About It? An International Dialogue”,
organised by the Initiative on Cities at Boston University in October 2023, and a spin-off, two-day virtual
workshop on “Rethinking the Media-Gentrification Nexus” in June/July 2024.

The collection of contributions has the following interrelated aims:

® To engage with an expanding field of enquiry in ways that forefront the critical, counterhegemonic
and militant interface between gentrification/urban restructuring and the proliferation of
spatial(ising) media objects, practices and representations as communities seek and carve out
culturally and politically mediated spaces, practices, tools, and discourses of participation,
resistance, and contestation from below.

® Todraw together traditions across the social sciences and humanities engaging with gentrification
and its proxies: urban sociology, geography, political sciences, media/cultural studies, Black
geographies, film studies, journalism, urban planning, and policy studies; contributions also
encompass strands of academic, advocacy, and artistic practices to capture shifting
global/transnational urban geographies of gentrification in/through media across the Global
North/Global South/Global East.

® To highlight the political complexities, tensions and debates in gentrification as part of larger trends
in transnational urban restructuring processes such as racial capitalism, neoliberal urbanism, the
financialisation of land and housing, housing affordability, changes in the built environment,
community planning, grassroots activism, spatial and other forms of displacement (e.g., Dantzler,
2021; Rucks-Ahidiana, 2021).

e To move beyond what appears to be a disproportionately large focus on journalistic/news
media/discursive engagements in the literature and recent collections on the “gentrification and/in
media” (e.g., Sadoux et al., 2025), so as to elasticise/expand the received understandings of “media’
in order to capture the theoretical, methodological, and evidential diversity of the field.

J

We bring together new and diverse perspectives under an eclectic understanding of “media” that
spans across journalistic, documentary, social media, technological and cultural/artefactual media
while tending to gentrification as a complex, politically contested, multi-scalar, emplaced and
embodied process of urban transformation (Dantzler and Peron, 2023). This elasticity extends to the
“nexus” between media and gentrification, which sees media as
O objects of investigation in gentrification research (e.g., media as urban data or cultural
artefacts such as film, literature, photography, or surveillance)
O methodological innovation (e.g., media-based research design and fieldwork; media
production as fieldwork)
O tools of resistance and public education (e.g., media for networking, platforms for coalition
building, and democratizing participation).


https://sites.bu.edu/gentrification/
https://www.bu.edu/ioc/2024/05/17/workshop-rethinking-the-media-gentrification-nexus/
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