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Rationale 

 

This special issue contributes specifically to the debates on Southern urbanism, with a contextual focus on 

Eastern and Southern Africa and East Asia, hereunder Angola, Sudan, Tanzania, Botswana, China, and Taiwan.  

We choose to think comparatively across these regions and countries to underline how urban developments 

are interwoven through resource flows, large-scale infrastructural projects and ideational flows recasting the 

urban. The starting point for this Special Issue is therefore that the urban developments of Eastern and 

Southern Africa and East Asia are tied together in these key ways. 

  

Our contribution fills a gap in the literature by empirically mapping and analyzing a variety of cases that go 

beyond the usual tropes of explanations for urban developments in East Asia and Africa—especially those 

related to the Belt and Road Initiative or reductive visions of highly unequal developments (in both ideational, 

economic, and material senses) across the two regions (cf. Wei et al. 2023).  

 

Comparing empirically and analytically across these specific contexts, we probe the notion of a singular mode 

of the socio-spatial and political urban (see also Merrifield, 2014; Simone, 2022). As such, this Special Issue 

further develops such important work identifying post-centricity--not least work within Southern urbanism 

research (see for instance Tomás, 2022). Specifically, it adds to this by also identifying and theorizing non-

linear trajectories of urban development. 

 

Harnessing the strength of urban studies authors coming from several disciplines and a range of African, 

European, and East-Asian academic and sociopolitical contexts, our articles pinpoint a variety of contemporary 

urban forms and challenges. But in our work, we also find similarities cutting across the specific spaces and 

contexts, elucidating key dimensions of enclaving and integration.  

 

For one, non-linear trajectories of development horizons are identified when analyzing enclaves across case 

studies in Taiwan and China. Further, in both an analysis of a specific architectural landscape in Luanda, and in 

work from Taipei, we see the frailty of teleological urbanism in spaces slated for enclaved development. Other 

contributions underline how specific chronopolitics are at work when generating and envisioning enclaving in 

Shanghai and in rural Tanzania. Last, from cases in Gaborone and Khartoum respectively, key cultural, political 

and economic dynamics are identified that undermine integration of migrant enclaves within urban spaces. 
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