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Rationale

Across the global South and North, the circulation of urban models and best practices has been an important
agenda that has shaped urban studies over the last decade (Montero, 2020; Temenos & McCann, 2013). Urban
models are broad conceptual frameworks guiding how cities might be structured or governed, while best
practices are specific interventions constructed and labelled as ‘successful’ and promoted as replicable solutions
to urban challenges by broad networks of actors and institutions. Scholars have emphasized the territorial and
relational dimensions that shape urban decision-making (McCann & Ward, 2011; Peck & Theodore, 2015), the
role of multiple actors in knowledge circulation (Duque Franco & Ortiz, 2020; Whitney et al., 2023), and the
politics that influence the translation, adaptation, and contestation of best practices (Silvestre & Jajamovich,
2021). While research has largely focused on contemporary and hegemonic urbanism as well as North—North
and North—South flows of urban models and best practices (Jajamovich, 2016), attention is shifting to South-
South and South-North relations (Jajamovich et al., 2025), and to the circulation of alternative policies through
less dominant networks. Recent research questions the universal applicability of best practices, especially within
the global South (Wood, 2015; Whitney & Sotomayor, 2025), and critiques the dominance of elite actors and
institutions (Baker et al., 2020). While policy mobility research has expanded into new territories (Silva and
Ward, 2024), emerging research on Southern urban models and best practices, including peripheral areas, offers
pathways to theorize from Latin American and other Southern contexts (Halvorsen & Zaragocin, 2021).

This special issue examines and compares historic and under-explored geographies, trajectories, circuits, and
actors (i.e., ‘alternative circulations’) in the formation of Southern urban models and best practices, challenging
the dominance of "elite" actors and Northern-centric approaches in the policy mobilities and circulation
literature. It highlights resistance to and circulation of hegemonic urban best practices from both the South and
North, which often reinforce social exclusion despite being labelled ‘progressive’ (Jajamovich & Delgadillo, 2020;
Lederman & Whitney, 2023). Through researching emerging Latin American and Southern urban models and
best practices, this special issue fosters dialogue between relational perspectives, policy mobility, Southern
urbanism (Roy, 2011), assemblage theory (McCann & Ward, 2012), decolonial thought (Vainer, 2014; Ortiz,
2023), relational comparison, global urban history, and historical institutional and planning analyses. Ultimately,
it will address literature gaps on the emergence, contestation, comparison, and movement of Southern urban
models and best practices, theorizing from the South (Watson, 2009), and situating policymaking in historical
and comparative perspectives.
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